
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hello Fellow ARRG’ers 

Here’s hoping this edition of the newsletter finds each of you well and enjoying 
springtime! We apologize to the team that this edition of the newsletter is a bit 
overdue. Lately, it seems that everyone has been really busy with work and family life 
and haven’t had allot of time to promote the hobby. I too have been pretty busy with 
work projects and catching up on my favorite TV shows, which are numerous.my 
entire spare has been spent putting together, repairing or replacing repeaters with the 
sites that are open. 

With it nearing 60 degrees today the crazy snow and Ice in February is just a fading 
memory for most of you. I hope that each of you (and your antennas) made it through 
the weather. While we haven’t yet been able to inspect our antennas at many of our 
remote sites, indications from on the air tests show that our system seemed to come 
through the storms without any problems. 

Now that it is April, I hope we are all but done with our cold weather for the year as the 
technical team here is really looking forward to getting back up to the sites for some 
much needed work.  

Besides the normally scheduled events ARRG provides repeater services for each 
season, most recently our team has been asked to provide primary repeater coverage 
for the Saturday May 17, 2014 Reach the Beach Bike race. This 103 mile trek starts in 
Beaverton and heads down through Newberg and southwest along Hwy 18 and then 
out to Pacific City. 

Along with assistance from the Oregon Coast Repeater Group and supportive 
individuals who operate the 147.220 and 441.250 systems located on Mt. Hebo, the 
primary portion of the event will be held on ARRG’s Chehalem Ridge repeater, 444.125 
+ 100.0hz. 

The Reach the Beach event is also looking for Route Volunteers, SAG Vehicle 
Operators and course emergency services help from Amateurs. 

If you can’t help with the event, please send an email to Martin Anderson, KC7ILK at 
martin@htcrelay.com  

 

New Analog/Digital Repeater System Coming! 

ARRG has been accepted as Portland’s primary testing 
group for the new digital Fusion System that is built by 
Yaesu, Inc. 

A brand new repeater system will be installed within the 
next 30 days at our Sylvan Hill (KOIN tower) site. The 

frequencies chosen to be used for the 3 month test is the 147.040 repeater pair. The 
system will allow both analog FM and the new C4FM Digital mode to operate 
seamlessly together from our site. Users interested in helping test the digital 
capabilities of the system should be looking at upgrading to the dualband 

Analog/Digital FTM-400DR Mobile or FT1DR Handheld Transceiver. ARRG and other 
regional Fusion Test users are working closely with Yaesu and HRO locally to 
provide radios for a decent price to fully use all the systems capabilities. 

ARRG is still going to use our own repeater controllers and the installation shouldn’t 
affect the ongoing use of the Autopatch System, however, we might move the IRLP 
node temporarily from 147.040 to another repeater during digital testing period. 

Learn more here 

http://www.yaesu.com/pdf/System_Fusion_text.pdf 
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Announcement 

 
Come and join ARRG in 

supporting the Convention 

Seaside Convention Center 
Seaside, Oregon  

June 6 - June 8, 2014 

Online Registration for the 
2014 Sea-Pac convention 

 

An Amateur is 
 

Kind Hearted 

This Amateur is always aware 

of his communications so as 

not to cause offense to any 

other person who might be 

listening. This person never 

knowingly operates in such a 

way as to lessen the pleasure of 

others. 

 

Patient  

This Amateur offers 

encouragement and support to 

other amateurs and assists new 

Amateurs in need of help.  

 

Supportive 

This Amateur is supportive of 

local repeater and social clubs 

and supports the repeaters 

they use. Amateurs should also 

become a member of the 

American Radio Relay League, 

through which Amateur Radio 

in the United States is 

represented nationally and 

internationally.  

 

Technically Progressive 

Amateurs ought to be 

knowledgeable in many areas of 

electronics, communication 

systems, antennas and feed 

lines so they can construct and 

maintain an efficient station and 

operate their station above 

reproach.  

 

Friendly 

The Amateur is slow and 

patient operating when 

requested; offering friendly 

advice and counsel to the 

beginner; kindly assistance, 

cooperation and consideration 

for the interests of others. 

These are the hallmarks of the 

true amateur radio spirit.  

 

Life Balanced 

Radio is an avocation, never 

interfering with duties owed to 

family, job, school or 

community.  

 

Prepared 

This Amateur has self prepared 

his home and family to deal 

with any emergency, great or 

small. An Amateur cannot 

expect to assist others when 

they are not themselves 

prepared and secure in their 

own domain. 

 

 

mailto:martin@htcrelay.com
http://www.arrg.org/
http://www.seapac.org/registration/index.htm
http://www.seapac.org/
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Welcome & Updates continued… 

Planned updates this year include a much needed trip to work on the South Saddle system and to install new feed line and a new 
GasFet receiver preamp on the vhf side of things. Also, the Lagrande 147.260 Repeater Antenna will be installed when the road is 
finally passable later in the summer. Along with those upgrades of course comes an entirely new repeater system for the 
Timberline- Hood site. 

In wrapping up this month’s column, I wanted to chat a bit about February’s snow storms, which were rather exciting for me 
because I had almost forgotten how much ‘fun’ it was to drive on real snow and ice.  

As many of you know I am transplant to Oregon and am originally from Salt lake City, Utah. In that part of the country the snow 
packed roads are more of the norm and one can get used to driving in winter conditions. 

While working there in Public Safety, I was pretty much forced onto the roads as part of my responsibility in responding to accidents 
and other incidents. Since racking up thousands of ‘snow miles’ on my patrol vehicle for over 20 years, I thought it would be 
interesting to make a unscientific observation about the differences between driving on Oregon snow and that of Utah snow. For 
me and other Utah transplants who I have talked to, driving on snow here in this area does seem to be an experience from that of 
driving on the snow in Utah. I’m actually not referring to the crazy drivers that freak out when there is just a  hint of snow here in 
Oregon or those who are ubber prepared and go to the expense of placing studded snow tires on their vehicles for just a very slim 
chance of slippery weather. 
 
You may already know the actual reason I brought this up and I expect some of you will school me on the matter, but for myself, 
the snow here seems physically slipperier than what I was used to driving on in Utah. I’m not really sure if it’s the higher humidity 
component of Oregon snow or the fact that most Salt Lake storms have a rather high salt component accompanying them due to 
lake effect and in turn making a wet, well packed snow to drive on, but it is a different driving experience here. 
Like most of you this time around, I had to use traction devices on my SUV and even pull out my snap-on ice cleats just to get 
around.  
 
Day one of the February storm left me and everyone stuck 
inside as conditions got worse rather quickly. Day two made 
me really trunky, so I ventured out (unchained) on the road 
to grab extra groceries (okay, I needed something sweet). 
During the storms, ARRG repeaters were alive with traffic 
and safety nets. Here is a little video clip of the ARES D1 
Weather Net I overheard and videotaped while out driving 
around. http://www.arrg.org/images/261sm.mp4  (It’s a big 
file; it might take 60 seconds to load) 
 
In closing, let me say that during the weather, our K7RPT 
repeater system did a magnificent job and seemed to survive 
well through all the high winds, snow and ice.  
 
My own station did fairly well, but when I headed out on 
Sunday morning during the ice storm, I had to grab a picture 
of ¼” ice everywhere. To the right, you’ll see a picture of my 
‘Ice Wire’ 75/40 m antenna on the Sunday morning after the 
freezing rain had its way. It still worked great and tuned up 
rather nicely most of the day.  
 
As you can tell by listening to the video, the ARRG repeaters 
were alive and working perfectly throughout this weather 
emergency. All of our hard work is paying off! 
 
73,   Marc Peterson, W7PM 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.arrg.org/images/261sm.mp4
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Amateur Radio in Public Service 

 
 

 
 

 

Amateur Radio Volunteers Staffing Shelters, EOC in Washington Landslide Response 
03/25/2014  

Amateur Radio volunteers are on hand at the county Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and supporting communication 
with American Red Cross shelters set up in the wake of the disastrous landslide on March 22 in Snohomish County, 
Washington. Snohomish County Auxiliary Communications Service (Snohomish ACS — formerly RACES) Radio Officer Scott 
Honaker, N7SS, reported late Monday that his organization was active “but at a fairly low level.” 

“Because of the danger, only fire and search and rescue (SAR) are on scene, and only during the day,” he reported. Honaker 
said that even SAR teams were pulled back from the debris field earlier on March 24, after some movement of the remaining 
hillside had been detected. The response remains in rescue mode, and sheriff’s helicopters have been crisscrossing the area 
searching for any signs of life. Authorities were telling area residents to stay away. 

The slide swept an avalanche of trees, wet soil, rocks, and debris across the rural Northwest Washington communities of Oso 
and Darrington. The slide leveled about two dozen houses and blocked a mile-wide stretch of State Route 530. The 
governor’s office has declared a state of emergency in Snohomish County. The landslide also blocked the North Fork of the 
Stillaguamish River near Oso, raising the threat of localized flooding and the potential for downstream flooding should the 
blockage let go. 

Honaker said some communication infrastructure was damaged, and fire and law enforcement personnel have been using 
cell phones to keep in touch, with SAR and air operations utilizing VHF radios. 

ARRL Western Washington Section Manager Monte Simpson, K2MLS, said Monday evening that crews were working to 
restore the fiber optic cable in the area of the mudslide. “When that's completed, communications will be back on line,” he 
said. “That will be a relief for the emergency responders in the area.” 

Honaker said ACS volunteers have been coordinating their activities on the Granite Falls 146.92 MHz repeater and on cell 
phones. “Emergency Services Coordinating Agency (ESCA) RACES is active staffing the Red Cross shelters, and they are using 
our UHF ham repeater near Arlington (444.200 MHz),” he added. “We have been hearing good communications between the 
shelters.” The ARC has established two shelters for displaced residents — in Arlington and in Darrington. 

“Snohomish ACS is staffing the EOC around the clock in Everett, and we have one member who lives in Darrington supporting 
the county command vehicle there,” Honaker added. “With the loss of phone lines to Darrington, there are no functional 
landlines or Internet access.” He said the Darrington police and fire departments were using their command vehicle as an 
EOC, because it has working telephones as well as Internet service and computer-aided dispatch capability. 

“The Incident Management Team in Arlington is using the other command vehicle to provide communication support for the 
staff in the City Council chambers,” he said. 

Honaker said he appreciates the many offers of support from hams within and outside the area — more help than is needed 
at present. “It is good to see the community rally during these types of events,” he said. 

Recent heavy rainfall is being blamed for the slide. “This is not a good situation,” ARRL Northwestern Division Director Jim 
Pace, K7CEX, told ARRL Headquarters earlier this week. “Our ground out here is so saturated; it is a miracle that we haven’t 
had more landslides.” He anticipated that ARES/RACES activity could increase as the operation moves into the recovery. 

Ed Note:  

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the victims and family members of the people involved.  We are also praying for the 
safety of each emergency responder, SAR Volunteers and Citizen Volunteers that are actively working the disaster. 

http://wa7dem.info/
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ARRG Technical Corner – RFI and You 
 
There are multiple known and unknown possible noise makers in each of our homes that can severely affect HF and even 
some VHF/UHF home operations.  
 
A friend of mine chatted with me at length about some pesky furnace RFI he was experiencing. Having dealt 
with a few noisy furnace igniter and computer module problems at my past home, I did a quick Google search 
on the furnace model hoping to find other Ham’s experiences with the particular model in question. 
Fortunately there were several Google hits and multiple postings about this exact problem. I’ll let him fill you 
in on the details, but the most important thing to remember was that for most known RFI problems known to 
hamkind, there is a good chance that a fellow Amateur has already documented their experiences. A quick 
Bing, Yahoo or Google search will often help Amateurs track down RFI problems rather quickly and usually 
provide some quality advice on how to deal with it as well. 
 
At my own QTH here, the furnace hasn’t been my RFI issue but rather it has been my Internet. Unlike the rfi hash users of 
some Linksys Routers are aware of; I recently switched from Comcast to Fiber Optic (Verizon) FIOS and along with that install 
came with an entirely different sounding hash over my HF receiver. In my situation, I have been experiencing a wideband 
hash noise traced to the Verizon Optical Network Terminal (ONT) that is mounted in my garage. The ONT is a large network 
box that allows the Fiber Optic line to change the digital signals into Voice, Data and Television signals. From there, the 
individual Coaxes are run to the individual services one may subscribe to. In my case, just Internet. 
 
After doing some research I came to find out that the FIOS ONT’s are notorious hash generators and in my case, resulted in a 
constant S-7 broadband hiss throughout the entire HF spectrum. When the ONT is unplugged from AC, the hiss goes away. 
 
Tracing this down further with several Verizon techs, nobody could figure out how to lessen the overall noise and placing 
chokes and filters along the system’s input and output cables, ac lines and dc lines didn’t help. Replacing the power supply 
with a brand new one didn’t help, so I was left with a take it or leave it decision. 
 
Searching Google I learned quite a bit about broadband hash caused from switcher power supplies and thought this might be 
the culprit, not the ONT computer itself. I had previously experienced a similar hash issue with my Linksys Router and its 
cheap little switching wall wart power supply, so I grabbed the model number of the FIOS power supply and found that it was 
indeed a switcher supply. I read many postings about dealing with switcher hash and how many people said to shield a 
switching type power supply by wrapping aluminum foil around them or to actually build a grounded enclosure for the power 
supply.  
 
In layman’s terms, the ‘hash’ generated by these switching type power supplies is caused by the constant high speed 
switching mode they utilize. The power supply switches itself on and off, saving energy when there’s no current draw. Almost 
all TV’s and Computers and now even small wall warts are some type of switcher supply. Gone are the days of the linear 
power supply. Since my FIOS unit was not merely a wall transformer and ran pretty warm, the idea of shielding it too much 
became a possible fire hazard. It seems like in my case and many others who have FIOS, it’s not always the design of the 
system but often how local installer deviated from the factory installation procedure to meet local customers install needs. 
 
The FIOS installers are told to move the power supply nearest the AC Outlet to minimize extension cords from being used in 
the initial install. If the proposed ONT installation point is not near any AC outlet, the installers are told to never allow the use 
of extensions cords for the 115 VAC supply line do to fire hazard. Since the switching power supply module inside the ONT 
can be snapped out and used externally, many installers are remotely mounting then next to the AC outlet and then run 
anywhere from 10-50’ of unshielded low voltage phone wire over to the ONT, this is exactly what happened in my case. 
 
The low voltage wire run was actually acting like a transmitting antenna. So I moved the power supply back into the ONT box 
and shortened the 48 vdc lead considerably. This step brought the noise from a constant S-7 to around a useable S-3 to S-4 
noise floor. I had to run a grounded extension cord to power the ONT, but this solved most of the RFI I was experiencing. 
Replacing the power supply with a 48 VDC 1amp linear power supply would be my next step to try, but they are hard to find. 
In summary, today’s homes and appliances are going to create more and more problems as manufactures continue to 
produce more and more unshielded switcher type devices.  73-  Marc W7PM 



 

www.arrg.org Page 5 
 
 
RFI from My Furnace - Pat Roberson, W7PAT 
 
In the summer of 2007 Jenny and I ordered a new furnace, a Trane XV95 to replace the original furnace that was 
in the house since the ‘70’s.  After the installation I noticed an increase in noise on the Amateur Radio HF bands 
and on any portable AM radio.  I didn’t realize at first that the noise was coming from the new furnace, but it 
didn’t take long.  The noise, which is a whining type of noise starts when the furnace is firing up and before the 
blower kicks in.   
 
During a routine maintenance maybe a year later, I spoke to the tech about the problem.  He said he had never 
heard of this type of problem and he really seemed disinterested in it.  Figuring that I really didn’t have recourse, I 
put up with the problem for a few years.  Now, I will say with my older Kenwood 450 and even the Icom 706 
MKIIG, I did not hear the RFI as bad as when I got the Kenwood TS590.  The receiver on the 590 seems to be more 
sensitive than the other radios. 
 
During our recent cold snap the furnace was running nearly continually, even with the heat slightly turned down.  
And during this time I tried to make contact with W1AW/KH6 in Hawaii.  Every time the furnace started to kick on, 
the noise level would be at 40bd+.  I finally turned the furnace way down to where it wouldn’t come on.  By that 
time the band changed a little and I never did make it through the pileup.   
 
At this point I was irritated enough that with a suggestion from a fellow ham, I started looking to see if there was 
anything written about this on the internet.  Sure enough, there were all sorts of information. In fact, one ham 
wrote a whole manual on how to get rid of the problem using an RFI filter kit.  Trane even came out with a kit 
themselves.  I then started calling around to price this stuff.  The kits are over $300.00 and then there is an 
installation fee.   
 
I spoke to a couple of dealers in the local area.  One had heard of the problem and dealt with it about 5 years ago.  
They said they could get the kit for $305.00 and with installation it would be $550.00.  I called our furnace dealer 
and they still had not heard of the problem.  The guy said he would talk to their Trane Rep and get back to me.  
When he called me back he had learned quite a bit from the Rep and from what was online.  He said he could get 
at kit out of a shop in Tacoma and have a tech install it for $485.00.  
 
A couple of days later the tech was there to install the kit. It took him about an hour to figure it out and install the 
kit.  The RFI problem is gone on the AM band and lower HF frequencies.  On 10, 15, and 20 it has improved by 
about 80 percent.  I still hear the whine, but it’s not objectionable. Since then, I wrote to Trane about the problem 
and suggested that since this is a known problem that they caused, perhaps then can put up the cost of the bill, at 
least for the kit.  I did hear back from them asking for a copy of the invoice and the serial number of the furnace.   
 
We’ll see what happens from here. 

 
For those interested in buying (or DIY) their own RFI Kit for their Trane Furnace, here is the link 
to a PDF on the issue: 
http://www.crompton.com/hamradio/Trane%20XV95%20RFI%20Documentation.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.crompton.com/hamradio/Trane%20XV95%20RFI%20Documentation.pdf


 

Page 6 www.arrg.org 
 
 
ARRG Technical Corner 
Repeater Updates for the K7RPT System 
By Marc Douglas, AE7KK ARRG Technical Team Lead  

Bend 147.040 
We have some great news for the Bend Repeater users, long-term ARRG Board Member Jeff Scheetz KF7HG has 
recently bought a place in Terrebonne. Jeff has told us that after he gets settled in, he’ll get up to the 147.040 
repeater and take a look at it. Jeff will be the 147.040  system guru from here on out. 

As many of you may know, the Bend repeater on Awbrey Butte has been dealing with some radio/TV interference 
issues. The team just hasn’t been able to make the trip down to do further troubleshooting/adjustments or to try 
and eliminate or at least minimize the problem.  Jeff really brings much expertise to the group and we thank him 
for being willing to take on this task at one of our more difficult RFI sites.  We look forward to getting Jeff's 
assessment of the situation and his recommendations for corrections we need to take. Some of the ideas we have 
been looking into is to actually move the repeater off Awbrey Butte and onto another ridge if we cannot finally 
get the repeater and links to work properly. In the mean time, the 147.040 repeater is on the air and working well 
when it's not kerchunked and opened up by occasional local RFI. 

The link to the Timberline (Mt. Hood) repeater system is still disabled until we can deal with the radio/TV 
interference issues with the Bend repeater. 

          
Cedar Mill 147.380 and 443.750 System 
The dual VHF and UHF repeaters at Cedar Mill have been working great and they are linked together full time to 

the K7RPT-R Echolink node.  If you have trouble accessing one of the two repeaters, give the other one a try and 
if you are out of town or just want to try talking over the air from your computer give EchoLink a try! 
  
La Grande 147.260 
The La Grande repeater is still working great with a temporary commercial vertical loop antenna.  The La Grande 
technical team has a new Telewave antenna in hand and they plan to get it installed when the snow melts off the 
sight later this summer. The new antenna will have better gain and down tilt. Expected coverage will be from 
portions of I-84 towards Pendleton all the way past La Grande and all the way to Baker City. 
Medford 147.020 (open squelch) 
This repeater is located at John's Peak and is running well. 

Newberg - Chehalem Ridge South (Newberg)  444.125 + (100.0hz) 
Working great. 
 
Newberg - Chehalem Pair - in Aloha -testing only 444.125 + (114.8hz) 
A newer synthesized MSF-5000 repeater is being tested throughout 
March 2014 for eventual install as the new Timberline system. The 
repeater is running on exciter power (under 10 watts) at Marc 
Peterson's QTH in Washington County. Feel free to try it out, but do so 
on a non interference basis with the existing wide area Newberg 
machine.  

Pendleton 145.330 - (103.5 hz)  
The repeater has some noise issues and needs to be tuned up and have 
full CTCSS added to the system.  We just need someone to volunteer 
and make the trip! 
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ARRG Technical Corner 
Repeater Updates for the K7RPT System - Continued 

South Saddle 147.320/442.325 System 

The South Saddle system now sports a new EchoLink node K7RPT-L. The node is in monitor mode and will allow 
any user to connect to the 147.320/442.325 repeater system from their smart phone, laptop or computer from 
anywhere in the world they have wifi or 3G/4G available to them. Thanks to Warren Winner, W7JDT for hosting 
the system and for keeping the node maintained. 
 
Future upgrades to the South Saddle system include the possibility of adding a new linking system that will allow 
147.320/442.325 to be linked up to 147.040/442.225 on a daily, very short window.  The system will be 
programmed to allow the South Saddle System to automatically connect to the KOIN system every day from 7:15 
PM to 8:45 PM to accommodate the ARES District One and Skywarn wide area nets.   

Presently, one of the main ARES D1 counties is shadowed and has a tough time with the South Saddle 
repeaters.  To accomplish this project, UHF linking systems and antennas will have to be employed and new 
controller/ programming will have to be used at both sites. We don't have a current installation time frame, but 
we have already been building and testing the system here during the latter part of 2013. 

When the weather permits this spring, we also plan to tear out the old coax and run brand new LMR-600 coax 
from the 147.320 repeater to the new Telewave antenna. The lower loss cable will give us about 1 db increase in 
antenna system overall gain.  The average user may not notice the increase, but we want to get every dB of signal 
out of the system we can. 

In case you are having trouble coming in on South Saddle's VHF repeater, please give the 442.325 UHF repeater a 
try, as both repeaters are linked together. The UHF side does penetrate into homes and buildings a bit deeper 
than the VHF side does. 
 
Sylvan Hill 147.040 and 442.225 System 
 
The Sylvan Hill repeaters have been working great.  ARRG members are encouraged to try out the IRLP node 
which is currently pointed to the 147.040 repeater.  Just send the “D” DTMF tone along with the 4 digit IRLP node 
number to make a connection and when you're done, send “D73” to hang-up (clear) the link. 
 
Timberline (Mt. Hood) 147.120 and 444.225 System 
 
Last year we noticed some intermittent problems with the VHF repeater being keyed up and looping back the 
transmit audio back to its own receiver. As a short term work-around, we've disabled the VHF transmitter's CTCSS 
(PL) encoder, which has stopped the problem from occurring.  This does not affect the VHF receiver's CTCSS 
decoder, so you will still need to set your radio to send a CTCSS tone of 100.0 Hz to access the repeater.  But don't 
use full CTCSS encode/decode on your VHF radio (as we're not sending out a CTCSS tone on the VHF 
transmitter).  And as usual, both repeaters (147.120 and 444.225) are currently linked together.   

Upgrades for the Timberline site are planned for later this summer and include replacing the 35 year old 147.120 
and the 444.225 repeaters with newer Motorola MSR-2000 and MSF-5000 commercial repeater systems. We are 
happy to report some very significant progress on the project.  Presently, the 444.225 repeater has been 
converted and has been being tested over at Marc Peterson, W7PM QTH. 
The 147.120 crystals have arrived and work will begin on the new 147.120 repeater.  
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ARRG Technical Corner 
Repeater Updates for the K7RPT System - Continued 

The Timberline repeaters are not fully generator backed up, so ARRG has employed a very large bank of high 
capacity batteries for many years at the site, unfortunately most of those batteries are starting to weaken and 
need to be replaced.  The Clackamas Amateur Radio Emergency Services came to the Timberline repeaters rescue 
and has donated a batch of newer 80 AH batteries which we will plan to replace when the weather permits. Our 
other sites each have 4 batteries per repeater and they also need to be replaced, so if you have any extra 
batteries or know where ARRG can get 10-12 more, we'd surely appreciate the donation. 

Also planned is a new EchoLink Node for Timberline. The node link will most likely be listed on your Echo list as 
N7QME-R instead of the normal K7RPT 'like' node numbers. This is due to the fact that Echolink only provides R 
and L designators and ARRG has already used both. N7QME is of course Jim Campbell, one of our current Board 
Members and Repeater Engineer.  We thank Jim for hosting this newest ARRG EchoLink Node. 

ARRG is always looking for people to help us with technical projects! If you would like to join the fun, just contact 
us at k7rpt.arrg@gmail.com. 

 

Help ARRG and grab your own Email Addy! 

ARRG.ORG EMAILS are now available! 

The ARRG website has been around for many years and will be around 
forever if we have our way. Why not grab your own shorter arrr.org 
email address! 

For an extra $10 annually, you can snag yourcall or yourname@arrg.org. 

You can use POP or IMAP or just have us assign your new arrg.org email address and forward it to your 
current email account! 

If you are interested, let Warren or Marc know and we’ll get you set up in minutes!  

So grab your call or name at arrg.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:k7rpt.arrg@gmail.com
mailto:yourname@arrg.org


 

www.arrg.org Page 9 
 

Whose Repeater Is It Anyway? 
 
As ARRG Members, we should never forget that when we converse over K7RPT 
repeater system, our transmissions are heard by more than just the person whom 
you are working. There are always people listening to our conversations. Those 
listening may be other local Hams, Visiting Hams or lay persons with radio scanners, 
but rest assured there is always somebody listening in on our conversations. 
 
As a listener of repeater conversations, people can often get a pretty clear picture of 
those conversing over the repeater and just after hearing a few conversations many 
listeners have a good idea of what you are all about. This mental picture that others 
gain of you is based upon what they hear you say on the air. Whether or not you are 
a courteous person and Amateur Radio Operator or if you are outspoken and direct 
to the point of being argumentative, your actions on the air dictate how others 
perceive you.  
 
As Amateur Operators, we should always be aware that our communications are never private and that when we 
communicate on the air (whether or not it is with someone you know in person or someone you just met on the repeater) 
often times our current frame of mind, thoughts and even beliefs find their way over the air.  
 
“As a licensed radio operator, you can choose to be sensitive to others and their beliefs or you can chose to operate in such 

a manner as to be non coexistent with others.” 
 
As Amateurs who make a lot of friends on the air, we often get a little too comfortable ragchewing about a particular topic of 
conversation and we’ll sometimes throw a jab at this or that person or group. Amateurs who know you probably understand 
that it’s not your intention to be hurtful to a particular person or group but sometimes it sounds that way to the other users 
who might be listening in on the repeater. This ‘familiarity’ seems to be worse if you are working a group of your buddies and 
once everyone gets rolling, inhibitions and political correctness goes right out the door. It is at these times we find it rather 
easy to interject insensitive comments over the repeater that one wouldn’t normally say to someone in person or say to a 
stranger.  
 
Is goes without saying that if a topic being discussed on our repeaters happens to be off color or too political or religious in 
nature, the entire conversation is probably not staying within the spirit of ARRG’s published repeater use policies. So if you 
know that a particular topic of conversation is making others who may be listening uncomfortable, then it’s probably safe to 
say that it’d be a good idea to immediately change the topic and discuss something more G rated. Whatever you do, it’s a 
good suggestion not to add to the problem by continuing to discuss that particular off color topic. 
 
Just a few years ago it used to be that common sense ruled the air and Amateurs were really beyond reproach and radio 
operators who we could look up to and emulate, however, over the past few years it seems that on the air common courtesy  
has been replaced by insensitive rude responses, crude jokes, a huge increase in hate speech and intolerance and a degrading 
amount of both religious and political banter and worse.  
 
Objectionable actions on the air can affect us all as Amateur Operators and each bad action tend to smear the Amateur Radio 
hobby. We expect all of our users to perform like adult radio operators when on the K7RPT repeater system and not mimic 
radio talk show hosts. 
 
Hopefully this article will help you to remember what types of communications are considered okay and what is considered 
outside of the normal ‘respectful zone’ of Amateur Operations.  
 
As a licensed radio operator and citizen of our country, you can choose to be sensitive to others and their own beliefs or you 
can chose to operate in such a manner as to be non coexistent with other users. 
But regardless of how you wish to personally act elsewhere, we want each users (member or not) to follow our established 
repeater use policies to allow us to protect the entire K7RPT repeater system from abuse. 
 



 

Page 10 www.arrg.org 

VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL TEAM HELP WANTED 
 
K7RPT Technical Team Member – Portland Area Team   
 
We are looking for an experienced or semi-experienced repeater technician who has the time and ability to learn more about the K7RPT Repeater System and 
radio sites we utilize. We are willing to train anyone who meets our minimum requirements below. 
 
Age 18 and up (technical gurus younger than 18 may apply with written parental permission) 
Drivers License - Vehicle (2 or 4 wheel drive okay) with accompanying insurance 
Physically able to lift 50-75 pounds (repeaters are heavy and unforgiving) 
Technical abilities should include board level repair, soldering, rf and af work, antenna work and site work.  
We are willing to train the right energetic person!  
 
Owned and operated by the Amateur Radio Relay Group, Inc, the 15 repeaters of the K7RPT system are always in need of monthly maintenance. If you are 
interested helping in this capacity, please contact us at k7rpt.arrg@gmail.com  

 
 

Local Emergency Nets  
Here is a list of nets in our area. Try checking in when you can--don't just listen!  Get to know which nets you can 
contact, their procedures and NC operators.  

 
CERT / NET - Community Emergency Response Team 
Beaverton CERT  - 8:00pm Monday Primary  147.380 + (100.0) and 443.750 + (100.0) 
Secondary 444.750 + (123.0) 
Tigard CERT - 8:00pm Sunday  440.175 + (110.9) 

 
ARES - Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
District 1 ARES - 7:30pm Nightly  147.32 + (100) 
Washington County ARES - 7:00pm Tuesday  146.90 - (127.3) (no net on 3rd Tuesday) 
Clackamas County ARES - 7:00pm Sunday  147.12 + (100);  444.225 + (100) 
South County (SOCO) ARES - 7:30pm Sunday  146.92 - (107.2) (subunit of Clackamas County ARES) 
Columbia County ARES - 7:00pm Tuesday  146.78 - 
Multnomah County ARES - 7:00pm Wednesday  146.84 - 
Tillamook County ARES - 7:00pm Wednesday  147.16  + (100) 
District 4 ARES 
Yamhill County ARES - 7:30pm Monday  146.64 - (100) (varies - check schedule) Washington ARES 
Clark County ARES - 7:00pm Tuesday  147.24  + 
 

NTS - National Traffic System 
Northwest Oregon Traffic and Training Net - 6:05pm Nightly on repeaters of the Western Oregon Repeater Club,  
145.27 - (107.2),  145.47 - (107.2),  443.15 + (107.2) 
McMinnville Amateur Radio Club (MARC) - 7:00pm Monday  146.64 - (100) 
Oregon State Defense Force (ORSDF) - 10:00am Tuesday  146.90 - (127.3) 
Portland Amateur Radio Club (PARC) - 7:00pm Monday  146.84 - 
Salem Tech Net - 10:00am Weekdays  145.29 - (100) 
SKYWARN Weather Net - 8:05pm Wednesday  147.32 + (100) 
Vancouver Tech Net, Clark County WA - 7:00pm Monday  147.24 + 
Oregon Emergency Net - 6:00pm and 7:00pm Nightly  3.980 (LSB) 
10m Tech Net - 8:00pm Monday  28.388 (USB) 
Handy Ham Social Net - 7:00pm Sunday  146.84 -  
 

VHF Nets  VHF Intercom Simplex  144.320 2m SSB Net - 8:30pm Mondays  144.24 (USB)    6m SSB Net - 

8:00pm Mondays  50.14 (USB) HF 

 

mailto:k7rpt.arrg@gmail.com
http://beavertoncertradio.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=97:local-nets&catid=46:frequencies&Itemid=57
http://beavertoncertradio.org/
http://www.tigard-or.gov/city_hall/departments/public_works/emergency/cert.asp
http://www.tigard-or.gov/city_hall/departments/public_works/emergency/cert.asp
http://www.arrloregon.org/page.php?63
http://www.washcoares.org/
http://www.clackamasares.org/
http://www.clackamasares.org/
http://soco.groupsite.com/main/summary
http://www.colemer.org/
http://www.multnomahares.org/
http://www.k7moo.org/
http://www.ycares.org/
http://www.ycares.org/
http://www.ccareswa.org/
http://www.arrloregon.org/page.php?14
http://www.worc.info/
http://sites.onlinemac.com/~marc/
http://orsdf.org/
http://www.w7lt.org/
http://home.comcast.net/~danbath/WA7ABU/Repeaters.html
http://home.comcast.net/~danbath/WA7ABU/Repeaters.html
http://skywarnoregon.net/
http://skywarnoregon.net/
http://www.w7aia.org/nets.htm
http://www.w7aia.org/nets.htm
http://k6ugs.com/oen.htm
http://www.pnwvhfs.org/nets.html
http://www.pnwvhfs.org/nets.html

